
TOWN  OF  ROCKLAND
Board of Selectmen

Town Hall
242 Union Street

Rockland, Massachusetts 02370

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S OPEN SESSION held on
Monday, March 7, 2005 at 7:00 PM in the H. Bernard Monahan Memorial Room, 
Town Hall, 242 Union Street, Rockland, Massachusetts 02370.

ATTENDANCE:  Chairman John R. Llewellyn, Esq., Lawrence J. Chaffee, Louis 
U. Valanzola and Keven D. Pratt.

A Moment of Silence was observed for Leroy Gardner who recently passed away.  Mr. 
Gardner worked at the School Department for many years.  He was also a bus driver and 
a call firefighter.

Veteran’s Agent Anton Materna led everyone in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presentation:  Veteran’s Agent Anton Materna presented a plaque to Lisa Pratt a 
representative from Blue Cross/Blue Shield for their continued support of the Town of 
Rockland through their generous donation of “Holiday Baskets” for veterans and widows 
of veterans throughout the holiday season.  We hope it will be an ongoing thing from 
now on.  It was much appreciated by the recipients. 

A.  MINUTES - NONE

B.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Rockland Youth Football/Lower Field Committee

Mr. Llewellyn read a letter from Ed Kimball.  Mr. Kimball then spoke on his  
           proposals for the fields.  He shared his discussion with the Treasurer’s and 

Assessor’s offices on how a 10-year & 15-year debt exclusion will effect the 
residents of Rockland.  Mr. Plante explained that a dollar amount ($1,000,000) is 
not given in the ballot question.   The BOS asked questions concerning turf life,
maintenance fees, increase in cost, artificial vs. natural field, etc.   Mr. Llewellyn
read the proposed ballot question.

Motion:  Mr. Pratt to accept ballot question as read
Second:  Mr. Chaffee
Vote:  4-0



C.  NEW BUSINESS

1.  American Red Cross

Joyce Bernard spoke for the American Red Cross.  Ms. Bernard read excerpts
from the 2005 Proclamation of March as Red Cross Month.  The Southeast region 
is holding a special event at its annual fundraising dinner.  This event will 
recognize nine heroes in the twenty-two cities and towns we serve.  She read an 
excerpt from a letter from Tobias Cowans (Area Director-American Red Cross)
regarding heroes.  We are asking that you submit your local heroes and also that
you purchase one table at our annual fundraiser.  It is our goal to have 
representation from all the communities served.  Anyone interested in 
participating on the hero nomination committee please call 508-586-4790.  Mr.
Llewellyn read the 2005 Proclamation of March as Red Cross Month.  

Motion:  Mr. Valanzola to Proclaim March 2005 as American Red Cross Month
Second:  Mr. Pratt
Vote:  4-0

2. Appoint Alternate Gas Inspector

Mr. Llewellyn read letter from William E. Stewart, Gas Inspector, requesting that
Joseph Mattes be appointed alternate gas inspector.

Motion:  Mr. Chaffee to appoint Joseph Mattes as Alternate Gas Inspector
Second:  Mr. Pratt
Vote:  4-0

3. Approve Garden Club Annual Plant Sale

 Rockland Garden Club requests permission to hold their plant sale on
Saturday, May 21, 2005 with a rain date of Sunday, May 22nd.

Motion:  Mr. Pratt to approve plant sale on May 21st with rain date of May 22nd
Second:  Mr. Valanzola
Vote:  4-0

4. Library Director – Request for Ballot Question

Beverly Brown requested a ballot question for replacing and installing a gas-fired
boiler at the public library with a Capital Outlay Expenditure Exclusion.  She
explained the conditions of the building.  Mr. Llewellyn read the ballot question.

Motion:  Mr. Chaffee to approve ballot question as read
Second:  Mr. Valanzola
Vote:  4-0 
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D.  TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM the Emergency Management Committee will be
Meeting in the HBM Room.  This is an open meeting if anyone would like to attend.

Mr. Plante received SSVTHS’s Comparative Assessments Preliminary Estimate for
the 2005-2006 year.  This revised estimate is based on House I (Governor’s Budget)
and is subject to change based on the House and Senate versions which are yet to 
come but we feel this $885,256 is going to hold true.  I have passed this on to
the Finance Committee…let’s keep our fingers crossed that this number holds true.

The Warrant for Annual/Special Town Meeting closed today at 4:30 PM and we 
should have them to you at the next meeting for final approval.

E.  CORRESPONDENCE - None

F.   OPEN FORUM

Mr. Chaffee – Nothing
Mr. Llewellyn – Nothing

Mr. Valanzola – Has received calls regarding Town Hall closing due to bad weather.
He would like to modify the policy and perhaps do some delayed openings.  Mr.
Plante explained that he and Mr. Llewellyn are in Nextel communication with Mr.
Corvi and on Tuesday he was so far behind with plowing that he wouldn’t be able
to get Town Hall plowed out until after lunch time.  We can’t make people come to
work when they have no place to park their cars.  Mr. Llewellyn – When you were
away last week we did have a two hour delay.  Mr. Valanzola doesn’t see
why the parking lot cannot be plowed…he doesn’t want to criticize the Highway
Department but he feels that even if  we get in for one-half a day people could get 
their business done.  Mr. Plante explained that all the surrounding Towns (Abington, 
Whitman, etc) were also closed.  Mr. Llewellyn said that at 4:30 AM when we had
to make these calls it was still snowing like a blizzard.   

Mr. Pratt questioned cleaning up the snow in the center of Town when we are so
far in debt.  Are we getting any reimbursement for that from the business where
they are responsible for cleaning up their own sidewalks?  (This is right in the
By-Law.)  Mr. Llewellyn explained that this is a safety issue with children
walking up town.  Mr. Valanzola – Could we invite Mr. Corvi to our next meeting?
Mr. Llewellyn – I feel he has done a good job.  This has been done long before he
became Highway Superintendent.  Mr. Plante explained that his by-law has been
effect for many years but it has not been enforced.  

Chief Sammon – Through the effort of Firefighters/Paramedics Charlie Williams and 
Marc Oshry, I’m pleased to announce that the Town of Rockland has received 
another grant for $150,000.00.  This will be used toward equipment which will 
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include turnout gear, etc.  This was the same principle as getting the new engine.
I have an appointment with the Finance Committee to discuss this.  We were
fortunate two years in a row to get this.  Also I want to give my condolences to
the Gardner family.  Leroy was a call firefighter many years ago and did a great
job.  My heart goes out to the family

Motion:  Mr. Chaffee to adjourn meeting at 8:00PM
Second:  Mr. Valanzola
Vote:  5-0  Mr. Llewellyn-yes, Mr. Chaffee-yes, Mr. Pratt-yes
                   Mr. Valanzola – yes

___________________________                           ___________________________
LAWRENCE J. CHAFFEE          BRADLEY A. PLANTE
VICE-CHAIRMAN                                               TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
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